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IN THE UNITED STATES 

Business Activity in the United States, as measured by 
the New York Times index, was fractionally higher in the 
four weeks ending May 22 than in the previous four-week 
period. Similarly, freight car loadings were up 5 per cent 
in this period, and the number of commercial failures in 
the same four-week period declined 34 per cent. 

Industrial Production continued to increase in April, 
1948. The Federal Reserve Board index gained two points 
in April from March, an increase of 1 per cent, and placing 
the volume of industrial production 17 per cent above 
April, 1942. 

Munitions Production as measured by the WPB index 
gained 6 per cent in April. In the first four months of 
1943 United States munitions production, as measured by 
this index, was 163 per cent greater than in the correspond- 
ing four months of 1942. 

Steel Production, Pig Iron Production, and Steel Ship- 
ments of the United States Steel Corporation decreased 
in April from March, as a result of the strikes in the 
coal mining industry. Pig iron production, which was 
most directly affected by the shortage of coke, decreased 
5 per cent from March. However, steel production was 
4 per cent, and pig iron production 3 per cent greater in 
April, 1948, than in April, 1942. 

Total Income Payments increased 1 per cent in April, and 
were 27 per cent above April, 1942. Agricultural income 
was reduced 2 per cent in April from March, but in the 
first four months of 1943 was 34 per cent higher than in 
the same four months of 1942. 

Retail Trade, resting on the continued expansion in pur- 
chasing power as indicated by income increases, made 
further gains in volume in April in spite of the developing 
shortages in goods. Dollar sales of independent retailers 
in all lines in 34 states were 19 per cent higher in April, 
1948, than in April, 1942, while department store sales 
were up 17 per cent, and chain store sales up 7 per cent in 
the same period. 

Prices, both wholesale and retail, continued to rise in 
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April at about the same rate which obtained in the previous 
several months. Retail food prices increased 2 per cent 
in April from March, and were 18 per cent higher than in 
April, 1942. The cost of living was 7 per cent higher in 
April than a year ago, and wholesale commodity prices 
were up 5 per cent over the same period. 

Construction, as measured by the value of contracts 
awarded in 37 states, declined further in April, and was 
46 per cent below April a year ago. Only the public works 
and utilities classification showed increases in April, 1943, 
from April, 1942. However, over the four months of 1943 
even public works and utilities construction was only frac- 
tionally higher than in the four months of 1942. 


IN OHIO 


Business Activity in Ohio, as measured by the Bureau’s 
index of bank debits in 18 cities, increased 19 per cent in 
April from March, and was 35 per cent above the April, 
1942, level. The number of commercial failures was 2 less 
than in March, but the value of liabilities involved 
increased 22 per cent. However, commercial failures in 
the first four months of 1943 were sizably below, in both 
number and liabilities, the level of the first four months of 
1942. 

Retail Trade, as measured by the sales of independent 
stores in all lines of business, increased 3 per cent in April 
from March. The volume of sales was 12 per cent above 
the level attained in April, 1942. Department store sales 
rose 9 per cent in April from March, and were 10 per cent 
above April, 1942. Sales of new automobiles continue. In 
42 Ohio counties, 1518 new cars were sold in April as com- 
pared with 1182 in March. April, 1943, sales were 20 per 
cent below April, 1942. 

Electric Power Production declined 3 per cent in April, 
but was 14 per cent above April, 1942. 

Bituminous Coal Production in April amounted to 2,788,- 
000 tons, a decline of 7 per cent from March, 1943. 

The Value of Construction Contracts awarded in Ohio 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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Business in the United States 
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% DECREASE % INCREASE 
-40 -20 ° +20 +40 


T 


BANK DEBITS 

COM. FAILURES (numeer) 
AGR. INCOME 

LIFE INS. SALES 

PAY ROLLS MFG. 

NO. EMPLOYED MFG. 
INDUSTRIAL PROD. 
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COAL PRODUCTION (eit) 
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WHOLESALE PRICES 
RETAIL FOOD PRICES 
COST OF LIVING 


LEND-LEASE AID BY AREA 
March, 1941, through March, 1943 


rica a 
Item Kingdom U-S-8-R. widdie East Total’ 
MUNITIONS 
Ordnance ........ $ 148 $ 60 $ 98 $ 415 
Ammunition ..... 265 186 858 
Aiveraft ......... 199 327 135 887 
104 180 133 553 
Motor Vehicles . 94 148 607 
Watercraft....... 71 25 15 132 
$ 881 $1,041 $ 710 $3,452 
INDUSTRIAL [' 
Machinery ....... $ 191 $ 122 $ 61 $ 430 
94 9 
Petroleum Products 261 ll 35 355 
185 97 56 407 
Ses $ 971 $ 465 $ 246 $1,971 
AGRICULTURAL 
$1,033 $ 283 $ 40 $1,399 
33 4 
$1,264 $ 316 $ 44 $1,682 
Total Exports? $3,116 $1,822 $1,000 $7,105 


© Total includes China, India, Australia, New Zealand and 
rs. 


© Totals do not include the value of certain lend-lease 
lanes, which were . flight-delivered, and ships which were lend- 
ey and sailed to their destination under their power. The value 
of these is estimated at about $700,000,000. 

Source: New York Times, May 26, 1943. 
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Last 
MonTH 
Apr. Mar. Apr. 
1943 1943 1943 
Unit from 
or Indes Mar. 
Base Period 19438 
280 General Business 
7 or Average Indexes for % 
250 Weeks Ended on Indicated Dates 
Bos. Activity” 5/22/43....N.Y.Times 140 138 | + + 5 + 2 
Feht. Car Loadings™ 5/22/48. _Thous.| 3,297 3,186 | + 5 — 2 — 6 
Com. Failures? 240 366 | — 34 — 72 — 61 
220 Calendar Month 
Dbts. (Excl. 1985-39) 207 185 12 + 42 + 24 
190 1 Total Inc. Payments™-¢,... 207 205 1 | +27 | + 27 
Salaries and Wages Income*¢ ” 228 224; + 2 + 30 | + 31 
Non-Agricultural Income*-¢ 199 196; + 1 + 28 24 
160 Agr. Inc.(CashfromMktgs)* ” 193 197| — 2] + 30 34 
Steel Ingot Oper. 
130 Securities Issued""—New . . Mil. 38 90; — 58 | — 76 | — 66 
Securities Issued—Refunding 122 10; +11 
100 | Employment and Pay Rolls” 
«No. Employed—Mfg........... -1989 167 167; + @ + 14 + 16 
70 No. Emp!’'d—Trade—Retail.. .... 101 98| + 38 — 38 — 6 
No. Empl’d—Trade—Whi'sale... ” 96 97; 8 
«Pay Rolls—Manufact............ 309 305} + 2) + 40 | + 42 
Production 
250 eIndustrial 201 199| + 1| +17 | + 18 
Munitions Production™....Nov. 1941 567 533 | + 6 +1388 +163 
Elec. Power Prod.”...Mil. of K.W.H.| 17,226 | 17,829; — 3 | + 18 | + 16 
4220 Bitum. Coal Prod.*'....Thous. Tons| 49,900 | 56,450 | — 12 t 3]/+ 7 
Steel Prod. Av.Weekly Tons Thous.| 1,719 1,731 | — @ 4 + 4 
Pig Iron Prod... -Thous. Tons| 5,035 5,314| — 56 + 8 + 4 
4190 Shipmts—U.S. Stl Cp? Thous. Tons) 1,631 1,772|— 8|— 7 
Mach. Tool Shipments. ...Mil. Dol. 118 125; — 656 + 14 + 28 
ee Construction (Value of Contracts Awarded—37 Eastern States) 
— 3 Ma. Mov.Av. 1928-85) 78 84; — 7| — 46] — 2 
4130 Total™.........006 ..-Thoua. of Dol.|303,371 | 339,698 | — 11 — 39 — 25 
i Residential | 79,484 | 71,786) + 11 | — 61 | — 46 
' Non-Residential™ ..... Pe ” | 96,214 | 144,935 | — 34 — 59 — 23 
Public Works & Util™.  ™ |127,723 | 122,977) + 4 | + 26 | + @ 
+ 70 Distribution 
Retail Sales (84 states)™.......... 7 + 19 + 15 
49 *Dept. Store Sales™.......... 1988-85) 1385 121 12 | +17 | +18 
Chain St. Sales*Av.SameMo., 1929-31 175 180 | — + +10 
Prices 
*Wholesale Commod. Prices™*.... 1926 104 103; +” | + 6 + 6 
250 of 104 103} + 1] + 7) + 7 
") H Retail Food Prices .......1935-39) 141 187| + 2 + 18 + 16 
220 Dept. Store Prices”? ......Jam. 1981 118 118 
_ Banking and Finance 
—190 
CHANGE FROM 
May 19 | May 20 | May 21) 
— 160 ITEM Unit 1943 1942 1941 Last Last 
orindex . th | Year 
Base Period Amt. | PerCt. 
— 130 
Federal Reserve Banks $ % 
U. S. Govt. Securities. .....Mil. Dol. 5,984 2,441 2,179 | —292 145 
— 100 Member Bank Borrowing.. “ 10 5 2|— 1 100 
Member Banks—101 
Total Loans ........ oseses “ 110,074 11,012 10,046 | —340 — 9 
Ll 709 Business & Agr. Loans & 
Open Market Paper .... “ “ | 5,745 7,018 5,999 | — 60 — 18 
Brok. & Other Secur. Lns... “ “ 1,751 917 9 —218 + 91 
Real Estate Loans ........ “ “ 1,153 1,246 1,287 | — 6 — 8 
1,350 1,812 1,868 | — 2 — 25 
OLLARS *Total Investments .......... “ “ |87,294 20,876 17,752 | +2159 | + 79 
: 30 * U.S. Govt. Obligations..... “ “ {34,215 17,210 13,991 +3728 | + 99 
Demand Deposits ...... eco ae 25,396 24,265 | +330 + 21 
Time Deposits ....... iii. 5,552 5,118 5,426 | + 68 aa 
27 Money and Interest Rates 
Money in Circulation ....... 11,888 9,186 | +295 + 41 
Monetary Gold Stock . 6 22,565 | — 27 — 1 
——t 246 Call Money Rate ..... ° 1.00 1.00 0 0 
Security Markets™® 
Stock Prices—354 ~s or 1935-39 97 64 78 + 4 + 51 
Re 97 59 7m | + 4 | + 63 
“ “ “ “ 84 58 719 + 4 + 46 
Bond Alt (highestar.) %\ 2.812} 2.857} 2.874 | —0.008| — 1.6 


«Indicates Series Charted (page 2). 
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CHANGE FROM 
Last Last 
ITEM 
Apr. Mar. Apr. Apr. 4 
rom rom 
% Apr. from 
Base Period 1948 1 1942 
General Business 
‘ & % % 
Bank Debits*:t (18 cities) ....1985-89 223 187 + 19 + 36 | + 21 
Commercial Failures” ..... Number 9 11; — 2t| — 14t | — T5t 
Liabilities Thous. Dol.) 109 89}; + 22 |— 74 | — 65 
Life Ins. Sales™...........-1985-89 99 117 — 16 + 18 — 18 
Agr. Income—Ttl®.........1984-88| 175 169 + 4 + 30 + 87 
Meat Animals ........ ee a 3 231; + © z 28 | + 45 
Dairy Products ....... ee ss 166 163 + 2 37 + 34 
71 71 — §8 
Poultry and Eggs ..... 176 177; —™® 42 | + 48 
Electric Pow: 1985-39 178 183 — 8 14 + 11 
Bit. Coal Production”... Thous. tone 2,788 2,985; — 7/+ 4 6 
Employment and Pay Rolls’ 
Number Employed: 
Total (7629)* +++ -1985-89 158 153 + 18 t 15 
e Manufacturing (ee) ‘ 168 168 ® + 18 20 
Non-Manufacturing (4024) 108 102 1 6 
Construction (1068) ..... 3 90 86 t 4 |— 35 | — 34 
Pay Rolls—Mfg. (2542).. ee 320 817 1 t 41 + 44 
Man-Hours—Mfg. (2494)... 218 218; —@® 25 + 28 
Construction (Value of Contracts mere 
eTotal 136 139 — 2 — 28 |— 28 
Residential 138 126 + 10 — 27 — 37 
Non-Residential of 74 197 — 68 — 75 — 45 
Public Works & Utilities 652 210 86 +144 +250 +1382 
Distribution 
Retail Sales—Independent 
Stores® (997) Seep. 8 t 3 12 | + 10 
Dept. Store Sales®..... 1985-89 180 166 9 10 + 12 
Dyer’s & "Cleaner’s Sales* (85)* 1939) 211 184; + 15 8 18 
Living Costs (6 cit.)™...... Jan. 1989 123 123 pF @ + 8 8 
Passer. Car Reg.? (42 cos). Number! 1,518 1,132 34 | — 20 
Truck Reg.? (21 cos.) ...... nad 145 122 + 19 — 61 . 
Used Car Reg.* (84cos.) ... ” 22,683 | 26,904; —16 | — 16 
Banking (4th Federal Reserve District)** 
CHANGE FROM 
May 19 | May 20 | May 21} 
ITEM Unit 1943 1942 1941 
ear 
Amt. | PerCt. 
Cleveland Federal Reserve Bank $ % 
U. 8S. Securities... -Thous. Dol. —81644/ + 
Member Banks—4th District | 
Total Loans.......... “1 760 875 7 |—18 
Bus. & Agr. Loans and 
Open Mkt. Paper.......” = 384 464 404;+ 9 
Brok. & “Other Secur.’’ Lns. sic 45 30 36|— 6 | + 50 
Real Estate Loans........” 173 183 182 0 6 
Other 149 197 226|— 7 — 
Total Investments..... 2,886 1,645 1,268 | +249 12 
e U.S. Gov. Obligations... ” "| 2,576 1,365 1,000 | +261 t 89 
Eissccccoe. "| 2,561 2,025 1,745 | + 25 + 26 
Time Deposits ........... 799 696 | 147|+ 4 | +16 


eIndicates Series Charted (page 8). For Sources and Footnotes, see below. 


FOOTNOTES FOR BULLETIN TABLES 


P Preliminary; Less than 1%; “ More than 1000% increase; + Change 
in number of failures ; * Figures in parentheses show number of firms reporting 
this month; » Data not available; °‘ Comparable data not available—only per- 
centage change available ; 4 Adjusted for seasonal changes ; * Bureau of Business 
Research estimate ; ‘ Adjusted for number of working days. 

Primary Sources: 

Computed from original data collected by the Bureau of Business Research 
from: 1 Local Power and Light Co’s; * County Clerks of Courts; * Loca] Gas 
Co’s (Gas meee in use); ‘Ohio cleaners and dyers; * Ohio wholesale 


by 
operation with: * Bureau of the Census, U. S. Dept. of Commerce. 

Compiled by the Bureau of Business Research from special tabulations 
supplied by: * Bureau of Labor Statistics, U. S. Dept. of Labor; from 
data of: * Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System ; °F. W. Dodge 
Corporation. 

Other Data Sources: New York Times; ™ Association of American Rail- 
roads; Dun & Bradstreet, Inc.; American Iron & Steel Institute; ™ Steel 
Magazine; 15 Federal Reserve Board; %U. S. Dept. of Agriculture; 17 Com 
mercial & Financial Chronicle; 4*U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics; ™ Wards 
Reports ; ® Federal Power Commission ; 21 Bituminous Coal Division, U. S. Dept. 
of Interior; * U. S. Steel Corporation ; National Machine Tool Builders Asso- 
ciation; * F. W. Dodge Corporation; “Chain Store Age; *U. S. Dept. of 
Commerce; ™ Fairchild Publications; ™ Standard Statistics : @ Dept. of 
Rural Ecoromies, O. S. U.; ® National Industrial Conf L 
Polk & Co.; ® Life Insurance Sales Research Bureau; * War Production Board. 
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Business in Ohio 
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"April 1943 Compared with April 1942 
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LIFE INS. SALES 

PAY ROLLS MFG. 

NO. EMPLOYED MFG. 
NO. EMP. NON-MFG. 
NO. EMPLOYED CONST. 
NO. EMPLOYED TOTAL 
MAN-HOURS MFG. 
COAL PRODUCTION (et) 
CONST. CONTRACTS 
AUTO REGISTRATION 
RETAIL SALES 

DEPT. STORE SALES 
ORY CLEANERS SALES 
URBAN LIVING COST 


RETAIL SALES — INDEPENDENT STORES IN OHIO* 


CHANGES IN 
SALES From 
Sales Mo. Last Year 
KIND OF BUSINESS Stores | Apr. |"Apr. | Apr. 
1943 | 1943 | 1943 Mos. 
from | from | 1943 
Mar. | Apr. | from 
1943 | 1942 | 1942 
Num- % * 
000 
FOOD 169 988;— 8 21 26 
Candy & Confectionery .. 9 22;+ 7 20 29 
Groceries (no meats)... .. 17 11 17| + 28 
Groceries (with meats) 135 875;— 8 22 26 
Meat markets ........... 8 20}— 11 21 23 
APPAREL 2,918}+ 8 34 21 
Men’s clothing .......... 42 646) + 13 25;— 6 
Family clothing......... 26 } 816} + 10 t 30 
Women’s clothing ....... 21. 1,130 87 36 
Shoe stores...........+.. 23 | 22 30) + 31) + 17 
AUTOMOTIVE 57) 951 19 
Motor vehicles .......... 51 984;+ 5/— 20 
TURE 86, 1,693}+ 15|— 10|— 13 
67) 1,616 15;— 8i— 8 
Household appl. & radios. 17 | 66 22|— 36|— 64 
BUILDING 183 2,862} + 19|— 13 
Lumber & Bidg. material 53) 1,200 10}— 7 
124, 1,107 16|— 24|— 20 
EATING AND DRINKING 77| 942 1} + 29 t 21 
63 | 890 1 29 31 
Drinking places......... 14| 2 25|+ 28 
Country general......... 61 246);+ 1 7\+ 16 
stores....... 31 12,887 5 14|+ 14 
Drug 124 549 3 + 23 
Florists 6 56) + 61/+ 36) + 22 
Filling stations.......... 16; 1001+ 
57, 437/+ 39 t 35 
Sporting goods.......... 6) 8 7 
All lines: 997 
Weighted by annual sales—1939 census.. | + 3/+ 12) + 10 
Adjusted for number of working days... |+ 7|-+ 12/+ 10 


For footnotes and sources, See Page 3a. 


(Continued from Page 1) 


was down 2 per cent in April from March, and 28 
per cent from April, 1942. However, the value of 
contracts awarded in the public works and utilities 
classification increased sharply in April, and in the 
first four months of 1943 was 132 per cent greater 
than in the corresponding four months of 1942. 
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Total Number Employed increased fractionally jn 


ind 


fror 
April from March. Manufacturing employment increased pay 
less than 1 per cent; non-manufacturing, 1 per cent; and) 
construction employment rose seasonally. In the manu-. yo! 
facturing industry employment increases and decreases in| firs' 
April from March were about equally balanced among the __ turi 
major industry groups. Employment in chemistry, lumber, {thar 
and vehicles manufacturing increased 2 per cent, while| gait 
employment in the textile industry declined 1 per cent, and cen! 
in food, metal products, paper and printing, rubber, and| the 
miscellaneous declined less than 1 per cent. y 
Compared with April, 1942, all but four manufacturing Ma: 
industry groups showed sizable increases in employment. Ja: 
The increases ranged from 85 per cent in the vehicles ro 
manufacturing industry to 6 per cent in the chemicals and inn 
metal products industries. Clay and glass manufacturing dus 
and textile products manufacturing had employment de. the 
creases of 9 per cent, the food products industry decreased 98 
employment by 3 per cent, and the paper and priuting fou 
industry increased only fractionally from April, 1942. the 
Pay Rolls in Ohio continued to increase in April. Total rub 
pay rolls and manufacturing pay rolls were up 1 per cent,}| cre 
while non-manufacturing pay rolls increased 2 per cent|| the 
Numser Empwoyen’ 
1985-39= 100 Cuancs 
INDUSTRIAL GROUP 
| i808 | months 
. | Mar. 
| Yeas | | from | 
1948 | 1942] 1942 
All Manufacturing (2542) ..... 168 | 168 | + t 18 | + 20 
Chemicals (189) ............ 151} 148|+ 2 6| +12 | 
Products (222) ....... 96 3) 
Bakery (68) .............. 100| 108|— 5|— 5] — 8 | 
Miscellaneous (154) ...... 87 8i+ 1 
Lumber Products (84) ...... 155 152); + 2 t 10} + 4 
Furniture (44) ........... 160 | 156|+ 2 10| + 3 
Haneous (40) ....... 120; 2 t 2 | 
Metal Products (684) ....... 159| 159|;—™/+4 6 7 | 
Foundry Products and Drop | 
Forgings (249) ......... 209; 210|— ™| + + 12 
Pipes, Pumps, Valves and 
Supplies (17). 93 100 
w Machine Products 
and Hardware (43) ..... 166 167;— ™|+ 11] +10 | 
Sheet Metal Work (81)... 122) 121;4+ 4] — 8 
Steel Works and Rolling 
Stoves and Furnaces (37).. 110 106| + 4 t 14 : 28 
Miscellaneous (114) ...... 229] 230|— ® 25 28 | 
Pa and Printing (248).. 109 +0) 
inc. Stationery (27) 109 108} + 4) — & 
Print. & Publi a 108 109|— 2)/+ 2); + 8 
Miscellaneous (47) ....... 4 2 
Rubber Products (50) ....... 134| 134|— @ 22 t 22 6 
Tires and 185 | 135 | 20 21 2 
Miscellaneous (35) ....... 129| 182|/— 2 14| +29 
Stone, Clay, and Glass : 
roducts (185) ......... 109} 109;+”/|]— 9| —10 7 
Brick and Tile (62) ....... 86 87|— 2|—26| — 22 9 
105 | 3/+ 1] — 8 0 
mat & Semi-Vitreous | 
China and Pottery (33) 126) 127; —™]— 8] — 8 
Miscellaneous (20) ........ 99| 10 |— 7|— 20} | 
Men’s Clothing (48) ...... 94 18] — 18 
Miscellaneous (67) ....... 90 3| — 8 
292 | 287/+ + 85 
ise. Manufacturing (604).. 185 136 1/+ 9 13 
(4024) .... 108 | 102 t 1j— — 5} 1 
Service (302) .............- 101 100 2} 5 
Trade (Ret. Whisi.} (3070) | 101) + — 2 
Transport. & Pub. Util. (692) | 101|/—®|— 8) — 7 
Construction (1063) .......... 90 8} + 4] — 35 — 
Indexes of number employed and of pay rolls are based on the t of 
ment of 941,758 persons in 5,739 firms. 


NOTE:—Machinery group is included in the total indexes but is no s@pble 


For sources and footnotes, see p. 8a. 
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s, nd Man-Hours in Ohio Industry: 
1934 1936 1938 1940 1942 1942 1943 
ly in| from March, 1943. Compared with April a year ago, total RUBBER PRODUCTS in 
reased pay rolls were up 34 per cent; manufacturing pay rolls 220 {1880- 188021008 Tt "a 220 
bs end were up 41 per cent; and non-manufacturing pay rolls up 1d 
§ per cent. In the construction industries, however, pay 180 180 
manu-} rolls in April were 29 per cent below a year ago. In the ~ 140 
ses in first four months of 1943 pay rolls in all major manufac- 
ng the turing industry groups were decidedly larger in volume 100 100 
amber, | than in the corresponding period of 1942. The greatest 
while} gains in pay rolls were in the vehicles industry (+121 per 60 60 
rt, and| cent), rubber products industries (+56 per cent), and in 
r, and} the chemicals industry (+36 per cent). wae CLAY AND GLASS PRODUCTS —w 
ait Man-Hours Worked in April declined fractionally from =e ine 
seme: March, 1943. Increases occurred in the vehicles, clay and 
yment./ glass, rubber products, lumber products, and chemicals 140 PAY ROLLS TOA 140 
f industries, but these were small and were offset by small 
pi and man-hour decreases in the remaining manufacturing in- + 100 
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AKRON 

As compared with March, employment in manu- 
facturing during the month of April decreased 
fractionally while pay rolls increased 1 per cent. For 
the first 4 months of this year as compared with the 
corresponding period last year, manufacturing em- 
ployment and pay rolls were up 49 per cent and 79 
per cent, respectively. Cost of living rose fractionally 
from March to a level 4 per cent above April, 1942. 
Sales of 31 independent retailers were 7 per cent 
above March sales and 10 per cent above April, 1942, 
sales. For the year to date as compared with the 
same period last year bank debits rose 49 per cent; 
industrial power consumption, 24 per cent; and the 
value of building permits, 33 per cent. 


CANTON 

Manufacturing employment decreased less than 1 
per cent in April from March. As compared with 
April of last year, employment in manufacturing was 
up 8 per cent and for the year to date as compared 
with the same period last year, manufacturing em- 
ployment increased 11 per cent. April pay rolls in 
manufacturing decreased 5 per cent from March but 
were up 20 per cent from April, 1942; they were up 
26 per cent for the year to date as compared with 
the same period last year. Sales of 27 independent 
retailers were up 2 per cent from March and 9 per 
cent from Aprii, i942. For the year to date as com- 
pared with the corresponding period last year, bank 
debits were up 19 per cent; value of building permits 
dropped 28 per cent; and value of non-residential 
building permits decreased 97 per cent. 


CINCINNATI 

Manufacturing employment in April increased 1 
per cent from the previous month, 30 per cent from 
April, 1942, and 33 per cent for the first 4 months of 
this year as compared with the same period last year. 
Construction employment in April continued its 
downward trend to a level 49 per cent below the 
April, 1942, level. For the first 4 months of this year 
as compared with the same period last year, manu- 
facturing pay rolls were up 55 per cent while con- 
struction pay rolls were down 45 per cent. April 
cost of living increased 1 per cent from March and 
6 per cent from April, 1942. Sales of 65 independent 
retailers increased 4 per cent from March and 11 
per cent from April, 1942. The steel industry oper- 
ating rate increased 6 per cent from March. 


CLEVELAND 


April employment in manufacturing and construc- 
tion increased 1 per cent and 2 per cent, respectively, 
as compared with March. As compared with April, 
1942, manufacturing employment was up 21 per cent 
while construction employment was down 40 per 
cent. Pay rolls in manufacturing increased 1 per 
cent while pay rolls in construction decreased 6 per 
cent in April from March. Living costs in April 
increased fractionally from the previous month but 
were up 6 per cent from April, 1942. Bank debits § 
increased 18 per cent from March and 27 per cent @ 


from April of last year. The steel industry’s oper- Gam 


ating rate was 1 per cent above the March rate and q 
5 per cent above the April, 1942, rate. a 
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Last 
MonTH 
ITEM 
Apr. | Mar. | Apr. 
1943 | 1943 1943 
Unit from 
or Index Mar. 
Base Period 19438 
AKRON 
Jo % 
Number Employed Indexes :? 
"(95)". 197 199} — @ + 42 + 49 
Construction (59) ........ ee = 133 138; — 8 — 265 — 29 
*Pay Roll Indexes :? Total®..... ” — 
All-Manufacturing (95)*.....  ” 352 348; + 1 + 73 + 79 
Construction (59) ..... ve: 279 295| — 6 @ — 4 
Cost of Living® ........... ° Jan. 1939 126 125; + ™ 4 t 4 
Retails Sales—Independent Stores® (31)* — as > 3 7 10 19 
Auto Registrations: 2? New Cars .Number 115 87 32 — 48 — 61 
New Trucks 33 16 | +106 — 8 — 48 
«Bank Debits Index®.* che 303 254; + 19 1 49 
Commercial Failures? .........Number If 0 2t 
Thous. Dol. 5,000 | —100 140 
Indus. Power Consump. Index’: 1935-39 256 224 14 + 38 24 
Val. Bldg. Permits—Total Index*.* 584 243 140 83 
Residential ° 1,270 47 @ +883 108 
Non-Residential - 50| +41 | — 91 | — 90 
CANTON 
Employed Indexes 
All Manufacturing "(83)". 192 1938 | — @ + 8 + 11 
All Manufacturing (83)* .... ” 322 340; — 5 + 20 + 26 
Retail Sales—Independent Stores® (27)* — —|+ 2 + 9 + 9 
Auto Registrations 2 = Cars - Number 51 42] + 21 — 33 — 61 
New Trucks 9) — 56 — 85 — 62 
*Bank Debits Index®:* ..........19395-8f 240 210 t 15 + 41 + 19 
Commercial Failures .........Number 1 0 1t 0 0 
- Liabilities ...... Thous. Dol. 14 0 @ + 40 + 40 
Val. Bidg. 1935-39 59 42) + 41 — 58 — 28 
Residential 62 49 Tis — 54 +106 
Non-Residential ............. 12 7 85 — 1% — 
CINCINNATI 
umber Employed Indexes :* 
All a. (sas eee 209 207; + 1 + 30 + 33 
‘Construction 53 56; — 4 — 49 — 4 
*Pay Roll Indexes :? Total® ..... 
All Manufacturing (443)*... ” 389 380 | + 2 + 51 + 55 
Construction (216) ........ = 70 72\|— 2 — 49 — 45 
Cost of Living® ...... obeees Jan. 1939 123 122; + 1 6 6 
Retail Sales—Independent Stores® (65)* 4 11 3 
Retail Food Price Index” ...... 1985-39 138 1385| + 2 14 13 
Auto Registrations : 2? New Cars .Number 196 147 | + 33 — 36 — 12 
New Trucks ” 3 1 — — 92 
*Bank Debits Index®:* ..........1995-89 207 177 | + 17 + 38 + 17 
Commercial Failures .........Number 0 1) — — 4t] —11t 
Liabilities ......T Da. —100 —100 — 95 
Val. Bldg. Permite—Tot. Ind.*.t 1935-39 26 13 | +102 — 80 —74 
Residential ...........seee+> 3 0 @ — 99 — 99 
Non-Residential ......... 2 4) — 55 — 85 — 93 
Steel Ind. Oper. 4 Wits. As. % Cop. 92 86) + 6 + 1 
CLEVELAND 
Number Employed Indexes :* 
anufacturing (605)* .. + 190 188 1 21 20 
Non-Manufacturing® ....... ” — + + + 
Construction (332) ........ 140 + 2 — 40 — 35 
anufacturing (605)* ... 394 389 1 48 48 
Construction (332) ........ gat 139 148; — 6 — 38 — 27 
Cont of Living™ .......00...- 123 122 @ 6 6 
Retail Sales—Independent Stores® (100)* — — 2 @ 6 
Retail Food Price Index™ ......1935-39 141 140; + 1 + 16 + 15 
Auto Registrations :? New Cars .Number | 300 | 344| — 13 | — 39 | — 54 
ew 28 38 | — 26 — 71 — 69 
*Bank Debits Index®t ..........1985-89 224 191 | + 18 + 27 + 20 
m Failu 6 0 — 8t| — 12t 
Liabilities ...... Thous. Dol. 91 53 | + 72 + 26 — 17 
Val. Bldg. Permits—Tot. Ind.1*-t 1985-89 | 199 64} +210 | —10 | — 58 
232 75 | +207 — 8 +11 
Noe-Reaident 268 16 @ t 41 — 88 
Steel Ind. Oper. Rate’? 4 Wks. Av. % Cap. 94 93}; + 1 5 + 2 
*Indicates Series Charted (page 7). For Sources and Footnotes, see Page 8a- 
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All Manufacturing eas 
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Commercial ial Failures .........Number 
Liabilities...... Thous. Dol. 
Indus. Power Consump. Index? 1935-39 
Val. Bldg. Permits—Total Index**.* ” 
Residential 
Non-Residential .. 


+ +/+++ + + 


ee -1935-39 
All Manufacturing (83)* .... 
Non-Manufacturing™ ....... ” 
Construction (44) ....... 
Roll Indexes:? Total™..... ” 
All Manufacturing (83)* .... ” 
Non-Manufacturing™ ....... ” 
Construction (44) ........... 
Cost of Living™ ....... Jan. 1989 
Retail Sales—Independent ‘Stores® (81)* 
Auto Registrations : 22 New Cars .Number 
New Trucks ” 
eBank Debits Index®:* ..........1985-89 
Commercial Failures* . -...Number 
Liabilities ...... Thous. Dol. 
Indus. Power Consump. Index!-t 1935-39 
Val. Bldg. Permits—Total Index-t ” 
Residential ....... 
Non-Resident 
Steel Ind. Oper. mated 5 Wks. Av. % Cap. 


+ + + 


as 
Boo 


| 
of 
+ +1 + 


| 


| 
st 


com 


§ |+ 


eIndicates Series Charted (page 7). For Sources and Footnotes, see 


: Mowrn | Yeas 
; Unit from from 1943 
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COLUMBUS 

Manufacturing employment in April decreased 
fractionally from March but was up 35 per cent from 
April, 1942. Pay rolls in manufacturing showed 
greater gains than did employment. Pay rolls in- 
creased 5 per cent from the previous month and 58 
per cent from April, 1942. Retail sales of 44 inde- 
pendent merchants in April increased 6 per cent from 
the previous month and 26 per cent from April, 1942. 
Retail food prices continued their upward trend to a 
level 4 per cent above the March level and 15 per 
cent above the April, 1942, level. For the year to 
date as compared with the same period last year, 
bank debits increased 19 per cent while the value of 
building permits decreased 70 per cent. 


DAYTON 


Employment in manufacturing in April decreased 
fractionally from March but was up 24 per cent from 
April, 1942. Construction employment reversed its 
downward trend by increasing 16 per cent from 
March. Pay rolls in manufacturing increased 1 per 
cent from March and 39 per cent from April, 1942. 
Cost of living increased in April to a level 1 per cent 
above the March level and 5 per cent above the April, 
1942, level. For the first 4 months of this year as 
compared with the corresponding period last year, 
bank debits were up 27 per cent; industrial power 
consumption, 22 per cent; and the value of building 
permits were down 7 per cent. In April as compared 
with March, bank debits rose 5 per cent and indus- 
trial power consumption, 9 per cent. 


TOLEDO 


Manufacturing employment showed a slight gain 
in April from March but was up 15 per cent both 
from April, 1942, and for the year to date as com- 
pared with the same period last year. Pay rolls in 
manufacturing also increased slightly from March 
but were up 27 per cent from April, 1942. Cost of 
living in April increased fractionally from March 
but was up 5 per cent from April, 1942. Sales of 60 
independent retailers in April increased 13 per cent 
from March and 17 per cent from April, 1942. Bank 
debits were up 17 per cent from March and 35 per 
cent from April, 1942. Industrial power consumption 
in April increased fractionally from the previous 
month and 26 per cent from April of last year. 


YOUNGSTOWN 


Employment in manufacturing and construction 
increased in April as compared with March, but as 
compared with April, 1942, employment in both man- 
ufacturing and construction were down—1 per cent 
in manufacturing and 27 per cent in construction. 
Pay rolls for the year to date as compared with the 
same period last year were up 18 per cent in manu- 
facturing and 4 per cent in construction. Living 
costs in April were 2 per cent above the March level 
and 7 per cent above the April, 1942, level. For the 
first 4 months of this year as compared with the 
Same period last year, bank debits were up 10 per 
cent; and industrial power consumption, 19 per cent. 
The steel industry operating rate was down fraction- 


pc from March but was up 4 per cent from April, 
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Seasonal Employment in Ohio Coal Mines 


Seasonal indexes of employment of wage earners in the 
various wage-earner occupations in coal mines, based on a 
pre-war period, 1930-1936, are shown in the accompanying 
charts, with the view towards presenting a factual basis 
for a better understanding of one of the phases in the 
present bottleneck in the coal-mining industry. 

While it is recognized that the seasonal patterns which 
existed during this pre-war period are not wholly descrip- 
tive of the patterns today, they are nevertheless apropos 
for the purpose of providing a better appreciation of pres- 
ent attitudes on the part of both labor and management 
in the coal-mining industry. 

According to the Ohio Division of Labor Statistics, about 
17.4 thousand wage earners were employed in Ohio coal 
mines in 1939. More wage earners were employed in the 
leaders (hand) drillers and shooters occupation than any 
other wage-earner occupation, 8.5 thousand or 49 per cent 
of the total. For every 100 loaders (hand) drillers and 
shooters employed in December, a seasonal drop of 17 
occurred in July, bringing the number employed to 83, a 
decrease of 17 per cent. 

The second most important wage-earner occupation, as 
measured by the number employed in 1989, is inside day 
men. In 1939, about 3.4 thousand inside day men, 20 per 
cent of the total wage earners, were employed in Ohio coal 
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mines. The magnitude of the seasonal fluctuations in 
employment was less for inside day men than for any other 
wage-earner group. The greatest difference in seasonal 
employment is indicated by the fact that for every 100 
employed as inside day men in October, 88 were employed 
in July, a drop of 12 per cent. 

Next to the least important wage-earner occupation was 
the pick miner. Only .9 thousand wage earners, 5 per cent 
of the total wage earners, were employed as pick miners in 
1989. Pick mining was the most seasonal occupation in 
the coal-mining industry. For every 100 pick miners 
seasonally employed in November, only 28 were employed 
in June, a drop of 72 per cent. 

The other wage-earner occupations in coal mining, in 
order of their importance as measured by the number 
employed in 1939, are: outside day men, strip miners, ma- 
chine runners and helpers, and loaders (mechanical). The 
greatest variation between the seasonal peak month and 
low month of employment was 23 per cent, which occurred 
in the loaders (mechanical) occupation. 

The variations in employment as indicated above are not 
to be taken as indicative of the total employment fluctua- 
tions. Cyclical fluctuations have been eliminated in the 
process of arriving at the seasonal variations which are 
presented in this article. 
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Source: Compiled by the Bureau of Business Research from data collected annually by the Ohio Division of Labor Statistics. The data cover all coal 


mines in Ohio normally employing three or more persons. 
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